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Preserving Family Medicine’s Past
for the Sake of Our Future
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1) What Is the Center for the History
of Family Medicine (CHFM)?

2) What does the CHFM collect?

3) Why Is any of this important?
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QUESTION #1.:

What is the Center for the
History of Family Medicine?
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The CHFM is the
COLLECTIVE
MEMORY

of Family Medicine.
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Our mission is the collection, conservation,
exhibition, and study of all materials related to
the history of the specialty, including family
practice and general practice.
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re p O S Ito ry e L (D] The Center for the History of Family Medicine (CHFM}) was officially

> Scientific established in 1992 to actively collect, organize, preserve, and provide WHY DONATE TO THE
. - S Eticaton access to the records of the leading family medicine organizations AAFP FOUNDATION?
I n th e U n Ite d : . involved in all aspects of the specialty. It also solicits persenal and Supporiing your Foundation
i F@W Meni_une . professional papers of family physicians and family medicine educators means you believe in the power of
. PN G before and after 1969, when family medicine officially became the 20th family medicine and in the importance
specialty in American medicine. It designs and exhibits materials from its of helping others.
State S th at I S collections that highlight the specialty’s history. CHFM also creates
online exhibits and information on its collections via the Center's web “Your support of the AAFP Foundation

site has a tremendous effect . the

d e V O t e d Foundation funds Academy programs
The History Center is administered by the American such as Tar Wars that directly impact

Academy of Family Physicians Foundation. The kids and the public health *
- Foundation is a non-profit, charitable 501(c)(3) Jeffrey J Cain, MD, FAAFP
eXC I u S Ive Iy to organization whose mission is to improve the health of
all people by advancing the philosophy and culture of
family medicine through scientific, educational,

th i S p u rp OS e . charitable, and humanitarian initiatives.

The History Center is located at the American Academy of Family
Physicians headquarters in Leawood, Kansas, just outside of Kansas
City, Missouri. The CHFM's collection amounts to approximately 2,000
cubic feet of materials maintained onsite in a climate and humidity-
controlled storage facility, plus additional materials stored offsite.

More reasons for giving

Board of Curators -- Get to know the Board of Curators, which
oversees the operations and activities of the Center.

Classics in Family Medicine - A collection of the most classic and
memorable works relating to the history and development of the
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The CHFM houses the historical collections not

just of the Academy, but of all of the eight major

Family Medicine organizations that comprise the
“Family of Family Medicine.”
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The “Family” of Family Medicine
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QUESTION #2:

What does the CHFM collect?
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Since its establishment in 1992, the CHFM has

evolved into three different components:

 Itis an Archives:

An Historical Research Library; and

A Museum
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As An Archives

The CHFM is the officia
repository of all eight
major Family Medicine
organizations.
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FAMILY PRACTICE TIMES

~Newsletter O The Society Of Teachers Of Family Medicine

Family Medicine Becomes
Living, Viable Specialty

With the approval of & Board of Family Practis
by the American Medical Assoclation, the S
clety of Teachers of Family Medicine becom
part of a living, viable specialty. We onter this
phase confroated by doubts and reservations on
@1l sides; with our sudden arrival at this formal
status we l.u‘ faced with the necessity of fishing
or cutting bai

Dr. Ward nmey. pioneer advocate of the spe
clalty and probably the one most influential
volce In bringing it into exll!uncc, has {ssued
a mlcmem each of us should heed carefully
and well:

“While it may appear we have come to the
end of a long and tortuous road, it is really
only the beglnning. The philosophy and concepts
of comprehensive health care must be turned
into action. The hard work has just started.'’

The nature of the problems lnwlicl! in the task
before us, thelr multiplicity and complexity,
their particular relevance to & human society
in &n unprecedented state of flux and transition,
point up & primary urgency: effective commun=
icatlon.

It is auunllal that we organize and coordinate
our efforts, It is vital that we reach agreement
as to our purposo and function, and as to the
most practicable means of implementing a con-
carted program of training recruits in the new
specialty. Rapid and comprehensive exchange of
information and idoas is absolutely necessary.

To sccompl!sh this, our newsletter must
supplemented as soon as possible by a pro-
fessional Journal sponsored by the specialty.
Interested members of the medical profession will
be alert to provide the journal with information
regarding pertinent developments in the fleld.

Post Graduate
Fellowships

The Division of Family Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Miami School of Modicine 1s pleased
to announce the establfshment of post-graduate
fellowships in academic Family Medicine. The
fellowships are made possible through the Fam-
{ly Health Foundation and are offered to the fol-
lowing: 1. Residents who are completing their

Physicians with experience
in family practice; 3. Individuals with teaching
appointments in scl\ml! o medicine, community
hospitals or health cent

Interested physicians Should write to:

Direct
Division of Family Medicine
University of M
Selwol of Modlclne
Box 875 Biscarne Annex
Miami, Florias 33152

Clearing House

FAMILY PRACTICE TIMES will carry notices
in each issue of ava'lable positions as this In-
formation is supplied to us. We ask also that
those Interested in positions in the field of
Family Medicine supply their names, addresses,
and other pertinent data to us, which we will
print along with the notices of positions open.

This newsletter also plans to publish In each
{ssue & complete listing of residency programs,
whether the approval of such residencios is
temporary or permanent.

We have reason to believe there are several
hundred medical students who are interested in
entoring family practice. It is essential that
they be Informed as quickly as possible, and
on 4 continuing basis, of the opportunities in
the field.

Not only the prv(nﬂon, but nlm the public,
should be abrea our ress. An
intelligent program olpubllc ml-llum couldprove
of great vl.lu- particularly in the funding of
-onhy pmh

(deas will always

Youl
an uvn.lllhl. Iorum In FAMILV PRACTICE TIME
Let us have them.

The Soclety of Teachers of Fam'l, Medicine
plans its first ulenxiﬂc pntrlm at the AAMC
mecting to be Reld in October, 1969, in Cin-
einnati, Ohio. l( Il wnlﬂmlmsd this pro-
gram be dedicated to Dr. Ward Darley, an hnn—
ored and highly respected member of the group.

MORE DOCTORS FOR AGED?
‘Family’ Specialty Seen
Attracting Young MD's

CHICAGO - Befter availability of health care
for the growing aged pqmmon may be one
result of the recognition of the new specialty
of family orlcﬁce. several physicians have in-
formed GERIATH

Thelr rcuanm( is that un movo may help
answer 4 basic problem in health care — the
ummge of physicians and lpﬂciﬂt&lly l meu

of physicians to serve as “‘first-line’
d ewrs.

Sanction of the new specialty should make
primary medical practice more attractive to
young doctors, one physician said.

Dr, Maynard I Shapiro, Chicago, president
of the American Academy of General Practice,
meanwhile, said the new specialty grow out of
the classic general practice on which modern
scientific medicine was founded.

He described it as an evolutionary develop-
ment reflecting ““the changing patterns of Amer-
fcan socioty, shifting populstion trends, chang-
ing public attitudes and demands, more specific
standards and criteria for professional func-

on, and the medical profession’s recognition
of its responsibility to devise a practice res-
ponsive to the nation's rlslu health careneeds.'

The ity of family medicine was
officially recognized wbnn the Advisory Board
for Medical Specialties and the Council on Med~
fcal Education of the American Medical Asso-
clation approved a specialty board in family
practice.

Dr. Shapiro pointed out that the now specialty
hrl medicine full-circle since the |nnd tow-

lwﬁnﬂuﬂ began after World War IL
Be(nra that, most doctors were G.P.'s or family

“Th.ll Il not just old-time general practice with
new name, however, Dr, Shapiro sald. “‘We
(eal stmﬂly that & true discipline has been
identified, that its perimeters have been de-
fined, and that a specific body of knowledge in
a vital and needed area of medicine has begun
to develop.
“This form of prucuee is built on (hv soud
foundation of general practice
dramatically from there into the. lmporum Ir!:n
of behavioral science and the vita) but little-
understood health factors in environmental and
interpersonal relationships. It is true that many
old-time family doctors dealt in these factors
without even realizing it; today we ean teach
it, and this is what the new specialty is about-
teaching young doetors to practice In a seien-
tific context tho - things that made the best

of the old-tim: jenersl practitioners great.'

Dangerous Precedent???
An Editorial

entitled “‘Dangerous Precodent.” This editorial
is adversely critical of the Conklin-Cooke bills
pending in the New York State Legislature.
proposed legislation would requi

tax-supported medical aclools to “abiish and

ninain a department of general praciice, Tha
TRIBONE takae. tho position h legisla-
tion would constitiite objueunn:hle \ntervention
in an area which should be the province of the
‘medical m:lg‘. because the bills are rather

specific in the manner in which the
legislation is o o mplom
We believe that the Conklin-Cooke bills and

similar legislation now' undor consideration n
other states would greatly encourage our fledg-
ling specialty. We belleve that the advantages
{ar outweigh any disadyantages which might ensue.
We further believe that the taxpayer is entitied
to be heard in the appraisal of a_publls nead.
The example of Medicare demonstrates bo
public opinion can affect the practice of modl-
cine by conditions imposed from without the
profession. The public is not qualified to dictato
@ course of treatment, but it certainly is qual-
iffed to define aress in which its needs are not
ty of medicine as a pro-
foction. deponds Iaggely on its sontinulag seasts
ety to publlc sentimant.
quently, we believe that an attitude of
cooperaﬂon with the legislative bodies by the
modieal professlon, rather than ane of Intran-
sigeant apposition, it both the pro-
fohsion ard th public. Cnmprnmln is ossen-
el and If'the compramise s to be accaptable
the profession, then the profession must par-
telpate. graclousiy in the nocessary discussion
in :In;der:;; fashion a viable procedure for meeting
©

~===Silas Grant, M.D.

New Residency
In Kansas City

(Ed. Note: PAMILY PRACTICE TIMES is happy
to run synopses as we have room of residen-
cies as they are approved.)

Research Hospital and Medical Center, Kansas
City, Mo., announces that it will Dﬂlrmlppnwd
;}.’esldancy in Family Medicine beginning July

69.

This Residency 18 atno year training program
offered to physicians who mpleted an
Proved. intbrasbip, It is dosigned o toach the
Core Content of Family Practice as described
by the American Academy of Genoral Practice.
Tis training experlonce Includes the body of
knowledge which wil by the proposed
Board of Family Medicine, “The. Reslaency. is

intended to lead to certification by s Board of
Family Medicine.

If oo are interested in larning about this
program, write or telephone:

Paul R. Young, M.D,

Acting Director, Medical Education,

Research Hospital and Medical Center

Meyer Boulevard and Prospect Avenue

Kansas City, Missourl, 64132

Telephane CR6-4256,

The residencies provide a monthly stipend of
$550, plus $50 monthly if the, rosident {s mag-
rled, for the first year, $600 monthly (plus
$50) the second year. Purnished one, two, or

apartments on the grounds are

available at 1o cost, plus moals on duty, uni-
forms and laundry, sick leavo, vacation (2 weeks
sfior 12 months), and insurance.
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| We also collect
| the personal and
| professional
papers and oral
histories of past
prominent leaders
In the specialty.
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And we also have extensive
film, video, and photo archives.
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As an Historical Research Library: We collect

past and present publications by or about Family
Medicine and family physicians,

as well as family practice

and general practice.
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And as a Museum: We collect artifacts (three-

dimensional items) relating to the specialty and create
permanent, temporary, and traveling exhibits for
special meetings and events.
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e B (Examples include periodic
Feei seetalll | exhibits in the 6th floor EVP
' Conference Room, and also
downstairs in the 15t floor
Visitors Center.)

::::
.....

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS FOUNDATION




AND FINALLY, QUESTION #3:

Why Is any of this important?
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« An organization or a specialty without a
collective memory is no different from a
person without a memory.

* Imagine for a moment if you lost your
memory; if you had no idea of what you have
done or where you have gone in your life.
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 How would you know what worked
or didn’t work?

 How would you be able to make
intelligent and informed decisions?

* How would you know how to
survive?

« Memory is not only our identity, but it
IS our unspoken guide and teacher.
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. Rx for Health.
e Family Physicians’
Access Plan

=scewdl|

So as the collective memory of the specialty,
our collections often play a key role In
supporting Family Medicine’s ongoing:

educational,

* legal,

e planning,

 public relations, and
research efforts.
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“‘What appeals to me about an Archives is collecting,
under one roof, all items we can identify that have
historical relevance, not only for museum-type
display (including perhaps traveling exhibits) but
also files for scholarship . . . . I do not assume that

the story of family practice has ever been told
adequately, or even that we who were involved in it
necessarily know all that we were responding to; but
we have this wonderful opportunity to outline the
shape of what ought to be included.”

— Gayle Stephens, MD, 1992
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« This Is an extraordinary
opportunity and a
responsibility that
we all share today.

* An opportunity to collect
the history that is being
made today and to use
this information to help
guide and promote this
specialty into the future.
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“It is the sign of a dry age
when the great men of the
past are held in light esteem.”

— William Osler, MD

“If | have seen further it is only by
W standing on the shoulders of giants.”

— Sir Isaac Newton
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FINAL THOUGHTS:

If Family Medicine’s story is worth telling,
Isn’t its history worth preserving?

And if we don’t do it, who will??

Please make a donation to support the
Center for the History of Family Medicine:

www.aafpfoundation.org/donatetoday
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http://www.aafpfoundation.org/donatetoday

CLAIM YOUR HERITAGE

QUESTIONS?

For more information, please visit:
www.aafpfoundation.org/chfm
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