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RESEARCH IN FAMILY MEDICINE 

GRANT AWARDS

In 2007 the AAFP Foundation Research Committee (RC) discussed the need to have a set of criteria clarifying the expectations for projects granted research awards.  In 2008 the committee formally adopted the “Guiding Principles for AAFP Foundation Research Grants” to help focus the deliberation of the proposals and determination of grants.
Since these criteria encompass the overall philosophy of the Foundation’s grant program, the RC believes it is important for the potential applicants for Foundation research grants should understand the criteria as they consider submitting proposals.
Guiding Principles for AAFP Foundation Research Grants

1. To support research of value to the practicing family physician 

Rationale: The funds for this program are provided largely by donations of practicing family physicians; the research they support should have relevance to their practice.

2. To fund pilot studies 

Rationale: Considerations of statistical power are important, but it should be a priority to fund innovative high quality research, even if that work is not powered to find statistically significant differences. We should encourage investigators to spend these limited resources on the best possible research methods rather than direct funding preferentially to satisfy the demands of sample size/recruitment. In turn, these high quality pilot studies will generate preliminary data to support larger grant applications to major funders which can and will fund large studies. 

3. To encourage proposals by junior investigators

Rationale: Without access to small grant funds to support the generation of pilot data, junior investigators are destined to remain just that in today's funding environment. The role of the AAFP Foundation grant programs in supporting the pathway of junior investigators to major funding should not be underestimated. 
[image: image14.jpg]falalsly




Research Stimulation Grant
Application

A. Title of The Project
B. Name of Investigator(s), Title, Office Address, Telephone Number, E-mail and AAFP Membership ID Numbers for All Individuals on the Research Team Who Are AAFP Members. (The principal investigator must be a family medicine researcher, the one individual designated by the applicant organization to direct the project and that individual or one of the co-investigators must be a member of the AAFP.)
C. Total Amount of Grant Funds Being Applied for From the AAFP Foundation, the Total Cost of the Project, and the Percent of the Total Project Cost the AAFP Foundation Amount Represents
D.
Proposed Length of Project.  Include the Anticipated Beginning Date and Completion Date (Please note, since the earliest a funding decision will be announced for the First  cycle of 2012 is May 31, 2012, the start date for this project should be no earlier than June 1, 2012.)
E. Name of Applicant Organization/Institution or Individual
F. Name of Authorized Official, Title, Office Address and Telephone Number
G. Applicant Agreement

In the event a grant is awarded to support this application, the applicant agrees to adhere to all award conditions specified by the AAFP Foundation as outlined in the guidelines which accompanied this application.


__________________________________________________________________
_______________


Typed Name and Signature of Authorized Official
Date

Policy on Information Available to the General Public

The AAFP Foundation makes information about grants supported by its Research Grant Awards Initiative (RGAI) available to the public.  The RGAI grants include awards from the AAFP Foundation Joint Grant Awards Program (JGAP), Research Stimulation Grant and Practice-Based Research Network (PBRN) Stimulation Grant programs.

For research awardees, permission is deemed granted upon submission of an application for a grant to the AAFP Foundation.  Therefore, the AAFP Foundation may disclose information only from proposals of successfully funded projects, including the title of the project, the grantee institution, the principal investigator and the abstract.  The purposes of such disclosure include providing models for novice researchers who are designing their own applications to the AAFP Foundation, publicizing grant awards, assessing research programs/awardees relative to subsequent success in obtaining funding from other agencies and determining the contribution of awardees to print and online research publications as well as other grants and databases.
Instructions for Application Submission Follow on the Next Page

Format Specifications
Research grant applications will be considered only if submitted in the exact format of the official AAFP Foundation Grant application form.  Proposals will be returned if they do not strictly adhere to the page limit and formatting requirements.
Font

Proposals must be typed using font size 12.
Page Limits
Page limitations referenced in the instructions for specific sections must be followed.
Electronic Submission Required
One copy of the completed application and appendices formatted appropriately for Microsoft Word 

(doc. file) must be E-mailed or sent on CD.  Attachments such as charts and photographs from other sources will be accepted in hard copy.  

In addition to electronic transmittal, please mail the original to:


Chair, AAFP FOUNDATION RESEARCH COMMITTEE (RC)

AAFP Foundation

11400 Tomahawk Creek Parkway


Suite 440


Leawood, KS  66211-2672

For further assistance contact Susie Morantz at smorantz@aafp.org or call 800-274-2237 x4470.
Please indicate below how you first learned about the AAFP Foundation’s research grant programs.
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AAFP Foundation’s Website (www.aafpfoundation.org)
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AAFP’s website (www.aafp.org)
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Family Medicine research resource website (www.FMResearch.org)
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AAFP Annual Scientific Assembly
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North American Primary Care Research Group (NAPCRG)
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National Conference of Family Medicine Residents and Students
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Research Skills Seminar for Residents and Students
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Research Skills Seminar for Family Physicians Engaged in Practice-Based Research
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Residency director
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Faculty


[image: image12]
Colleague
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Other


H. Hypothesis  (In 120 words or less state the research question, specifying what is expected to be answered by this project.)
I. Abstract  (This section should be limited to 250 words and should summarize the proposed research/project, outlining succinctly the objective and methodology.  Include a discussion of how the proposed study will lead to the development or completion of a larger project and/or substantive results such as publication/presentation, etc.)
Background, Methods and Analysis Section  (This portion of the proposal must be limited to 2-3 pages and should address the points listed under sections I through K in the Application Guidelines.)

J. Background  (Specific points to address are outlined in the Application Guidelines.)
K. Methods  (Specific points to address are outlined in the Application Guidelines.)
L. Analysis  (Specific points to address are outlined in the Application Guidelines.)
M. Reference Section  (Provide a bibliography of the references cited in the above section(s).)
N. Budget  (See instructions for additional guidelines and restrictions of the AAFP Foundation.)
O. Budget Justification  (Provide a brief statement justifying the expense.)
P. IRB APPROVAL AND INFORMED CONSENT (Provide a brief discussion about the ethical implications of this study and how human subjects will be protected.)
Q. SPECIAL SECTION REQUIRED FOR APPLICATIONS WHICH ARE RESUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION (Include a summary of how the cited deficiencies in the original application have been addressed.)
R. APPENDIX (List the subject and supporting materials, e.g., survey or supporting letter and corresponding page number within appendix.)
S. Biographical Sketch(es) (Give the following information for the investigator(s) listed on page 1.  Begin with the Principal Investigator/Program Director.  Photocopy this page for each person or attach a copy of his/her curriculum vitae.)
	PRIVATE 
Name
	Position Title




Education (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, and include postdoctoral training.)

	PRIVATE 

Institution and Location
	Degree
	Year

Conferred
	Field of Study

	
	
	
	


Research and Professional Experience:  Concluding with present position, list, in chronological order, previous employment, experience, and honors.  List, in chronological order, the titles and complete references to all publications during the past three years and to representative earlier publications pertinent to this application.  Do Not Exceed Two Pages.
�
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